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From the (Rochester) Magazine. 
A LECTURE ON 
Hosea xiii. 14. 


(Continued from p. 106.) 
SHEOL. 


This word, which is translated Hell in the scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament, signifies only the state 
of the dead indiscriminately. Thus, Ps. Ixxxix. 47, 
according to the translation of the common prayer 
reads, What man is he that liveth, and shall not see 
death; and shall he deliver his soul from the hand 
of hell? What Solgat@@ aays, (Prov. xxvii. 20.) hefl 
and destruction are méver full, is perfectly explained 
by chap. xxx. 15, There be three things which are 
never satisiied—Sheol or Hell, etc. 

The Hebrew word sheol, is derived from shaal, 
to ask, pray, ot hide. Kennicot, who compared the 
Bible with above 1000 MSS. and thus became a prac- 
tical Hebrician, affirms that the radical meaning of 
shaal, is to ask or pray. In this sense our trans- 
ators understood it, Gen. xxxii. 29. Deut. iv. 32, 
and xxxii. 7. Josh. iv. 6. Jud. xviii. 5, ete. The 


septuagint renders it attesan, Ex. iii. 22, and every 


impartial inquirer will be satisfied by consulting 
Pool’s Annotations on the passage, Whitby on 
Acts, ii. 27, Kennicot’s first dissertation p. 390, and 
Shuckford’s Connexions, vol. ii. p. 340, 

The learned Buxtorf defines sheol, the “ general 
place of the dead;” and another very competent 
jadge and excellent Commentator, Dr. Whitby, 
says, according to the scriptures, the Jewish writers, 
the ancient Fathers, and the still more ancient hea- 
then, the Hebrew Sheol, and the Greek Hades, 
which answers to it in the translation of the Seven- 
ty, signifies the place and receptacle of all the dead. 
In this sense alone can we understand the sacred 
writers. In the first place where the word sheol as 
a noun occurs, Gen. xxxvii. 35, we find the pious 
Patriarch saying, “J will go down into Sheol, to my 
gon mourning.” How absurd to suppose that Jacob 
believed his beloved son to be in a place of torment! 
And how desperately wicked the language both of 
the holy Jacob and the patient Job, if we attach to 
the word Hell the modern meaning! The former 
exclaims, “I shall go to Hell,” and the latter prays, 
“Oh that thou would hide mein Hell, till thy wrath 
be past!” Job xiv. 13. In the views of our modern 
Evangelical preachers, Hell is the very focus of the 
Divine wrath, yet Job prays to be hid in it, in order 
to escape that wrath! O how confounded is the 
language of Babel! Our modern Babel-builders 
have long pretended to speak a holy, ancient, and 
Biblical language, but God Almighty, in respect for 





ay 
the truth, has manifested their character by the con- 
fusion of tongues. 

It is proper here to notify my readers that in the 
old Testament, the word Sheol does not mean the 
place of separate spirits; for the writers of the 
Jewish scriptures had no knowledge of a future 
mode of existence. They neither feared nor hoped 
for any thing beyond the grave! Sheol therefore 
only implies the state of the dead, or that chaos of 
nonentity that was supposed to follow dissolution. 
Neither friend nor foe, learned nor unlearned can 
put his finger on a single passage in the old Testa- 
ment and say, here is information, that man shall 
live again. Had the sacred writers ever thought 
that Sheol meant the abode of spirits, or had they 
believed in a separate state, they would not have 
declared, “ There is no device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom in Sheol.” Eccl. ix. 10. “In death there is 
no remembrance of God, and none shall give him 
thanks in Sheol.” Psa. vi. 6. “Sheol cannot praise 
God. Isa. xxxviiij. 18. “And that the dead know 
not any thing.” Eccl. ix. 5. “A man hath no pre- 
eminence above a deast: for all go into one place ; 
all are of the dust, and ail turn to dust again.” 
Ecel. iii, 19,20. “4s the waters fail from the sea, 
and the flood drieth up, so man lieth down and riseth 
not! Job xiv. 12. 

We have shown that sheol, as a verb, signifies to 
ask or inquire; as a noun it conveys the idea of 
asking, or inquiry, and denotes that solicitious de- 
sire of man to know his fate or destiny after death. 
Hence we see that it differs radically from the hades 
of the Greeks, or the Hell of the moderns. Sheol, 
or Saul, was also a common appellative name in Is- 
rael. Their first king was so called, as also the 
great apostle of the Gentiles; but surely none 
would have been so wild as to have called their dear 
children by the name of sheol or hell, had they 
conceived it to mean the aceursed region of the 
damned! We therefore fairly and rationally con- 
clude, from a full investigation of the passages, that 
the sheol or hell of the old Testament denoted in- 
quiry, a request, or figuratively, the invisible world, 
great solicitude, anxiety or trouble: and any person 
accustomed to etymological investigation, will rea- 
dily perceive how easily and naturally the figurative 
sense arises from the literal. In the figurative sense 
we understand it, Psa. ix. 17; xxx. 3; Ixxxvi. 185 
exvi. 8; and similar passages. In some of the old 
English versions, the seventeenth verse of the ninth 
Psalm is thus rendered, ‘The wicked ¢0 into hell,” 
i. e. into anxiety and trouble. This translation is 
perfectly harmonious with the revelation of God, 
and the experience of man. There is no peace 
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saith my God to the wicked ; they are like the trou- 
bled sea; Isa. Ivii. 20, 21. Into this hell Jonah 
went, when he endeavoured to flee fiom the Lord. 
The pains of this hell took hold of David when he 
went into it, by the commission of those crimes 
which tarnish his character, and blacken his memo- 
rial to all generations. ©O sinner, thou canst only 
keep out of this hell, by doing justly, loving mercy, 
and wa'king humbly with thy God. 

But my audience may demand what is implied in 
the text, O sheol, J will be thy destruction? L answer, 
The Lord God will swallow up death in victory; 
and wipe away tears from all faces. Isa. xxv. 8. 
God will divell with men, and they shall be his peo- 
ple, and he shall be their God. «Ind God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain. Rev. xxi. 3,4. The Hell 
of the Bible is that anxiety and trouble which are 
the effects of sin ; and follow as a consequence that 
vanity to which the creature is subject. Rom. viii. 
20. But the creature shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God, at the restitution, regeneration, 
or new creation of all things. The transgression 
shall be finished, sin terminate, death and hell be 
cast into the lake of fire to be destroyed, and evil be 
abolished from the empire of God! 

HADES. 

Hades from a, not, and eido, to see, signifies un- 
seen, invisible ; the invisible receptacle or mansion 
of the dead, where all departed spirits are supposed 
to reside, without any distinction whatever. In the 
scriptures, it is often personified as a king of terrors, 
or destroying monster, having his basileion, or king- 
dom. Wisd. i. 14. This is implied in the phrase, 
heos hadou, or doma hadou. Genesis xxxvii. 35. 
Num. xvi. 30. Isa. xiv. 11, Math. xi. 23. His pu- 
lai, or gates. Isa. x .xviii. 10. Math. xvi. 18. His 
puloroi, or doorkeepers. Job xxxviii. 17. His cheir, 
or hand. Psa. xlix. 15. And his kentron, or sting. 
And notwithstanding that many have formed an 
unholy alliance, or covenant with him, to support 
his iniquitous administration, Isa.xxviii. 15, yet he 
will be cast, ets ten limnen tou puros, into the lake 
of fire. Here, my auditors, is the fortunate event 
my text contemplates, when death and hell will be 
destroyed, and golden years return again. 

Hades was generally considered by the ancients as 
a deep cavern or dark region, located in the centre 
of the earth, by those who admitted the spherical 
form of the globe, but according to the vulgar 
notions of astronomy among the ancients, it was 
thought by the majority to be as far beneath the 
earth as the heaven was above it. Hence Zophar, 
speaking to Job of the incomprehensibility of the 
Deity, says, “It is high as heaven, deeper than 
hell.” Homer, Hesiod, and Virgil, describe Hades 
as being as far beneath the earth as heaven is 
above it. 

Tosson enerth’ haideo hoson ouranos est apo 

gaies.—I], 8. 16. 
Tosson enerth’ hupo ges, hoson ouranos est apo 
gaies.—Theog. 720. 





tum Tartarus ipse 
Bis patet in preceps tantum, tenditque sub umbras 
Quantus ad athereum cw#li suspectus Olympum. 


xn. 6. 577. 


Josephus, who borrowed his views from the Gre 
cian traditions, which had been lately adopted by 
the Pharisees, tells us, “hades is a subteraneous 
region, where the light never shines, and which 
must therefore be perpetual darkness. This region 
is appointed as a place of custody, in which the souls 
both of the righteous and unrighteous are detained. 
Into this region there is only one descent, at whose 
gate there stands an archangel with ahost. The 
souls which pass through the gate go not all one 
way. The just are guided to the right, and con- 
ducted to a luminous region which we call Abra- 
ham’s bosom. The unjust are dragged to the left 
hand by the Angeis allotted for punishment, who 
reproach and threaten them by their terrible looks.” 
This is evidently the view of hades exhibited in the 
parable, Luke xvi. 

From the time of the Pythagorean and Platonic 
Philosophy, the hell of the ancient heathen was 
divided into two mansions; that on the right they 
called Elysium, from a, vot, and luo, to dissolve, 
which they intended to signify elernal existence, 
and is derived from the same word which the apos- 
tle employs, Heb. vii. 16, to express endless dura- 
tion. The Elysium of the Greeks, called by the 
Jews the bosom of Abraham, was believed to be a 
pleasant and delightful place abounding in all maa- 
ner of delicacies; but its pleasures they supposed to 
be corporeal and sensual. The left hand depart- 
ment was appointed for the wicked. This mansion 
they denominated Tartarus, either from the verb 
tartarizo, to tremble, or tarasso, to disturb. This 
was the lowest and most dreadful place in hell, in 
the opinions of the Greeks and Romans, and is that 
to which the Psalmist alludes, Psa. Ixxxvi. 13. It 
is also mentioned from an apocryphal work, 2 Pe- 
ter, ii. 4. The entrance or descent into this sub- 
terraneous region, the Latins supposed to be through 
the lake Avernus in Campania, near the bay of Pu- 
tevlus, now called Lago d’Averno. The exhalation 
from this lake was believed to be destructive to all 
birds; hence called Avernus from a, negatively, 
and ernis, a bird. This name, however, says Lu- 
cretius, was afterwards applied to all places or lakes 
possessing similar qualities.* 

Strabo describes the country around this lake as 
abounding with fountains of warm waters, mixed 
with salt, sulphur, alum, and bitumen, which gave 
origin to the names of Phlegethon and Pyriphlege- 
thon, two rivers of hell—so called from these warm 
sulphurious waters. Of this passage to the infernal 
regions Virgil says,t the descent at vernus is easy, 
and the gate of Pluto lies open night and day. 

The Greeks had a passage into hades at Taenaris, 
a promontory of Peloponesus, now called Capo 
Maina. Of this Virgil also takes notice, when he 





* Nunc age Averna tibi, quac sint locacunque lacusque 
.6, 788. 
t Aen. 6, 25. 
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tells us that Orpheus having entered the passage of 
"Taenaris, and the lofty gates of Pluto, he visited the 
shades and their terrible king.* 

We cannot refrain from viewing with a mixture 
of pity and ridicule, the foolisi fancies of the an- 
cients and moderns on the local position of hell. 
When our modern pietists of much devotion, little 
learning and much less sense, address the Maker, 
they look up, supposing him a venerable old man, 
commodiously seated in some lofty region in the 
Zenith, whilst they believe his Satanic majesty 
holds a commanding position in the Nadir, or re- 
gions directly beneath. Were these sages, who 
measure heaven and hell, and fix their stations in 
the vast empire of the Deity, to louk into a book on 
astionomy, and there discover that the Zenith and 
Nadir changed places every twelve hours, so that 
the point directly above at noon, would be perpen- 
dicularly beneath at midnight, how would they be 
alarmed! Surely that man that looks up to find God 
believes as much in a local and tutelar deity as the 
Israelites, when they adored the calves at Dan and 
Bethel! 

Though Hades has sometimes the signification of 
Sheol, and simply intimates the idea of an unknown 
and unseen state or nonenity, yet it more generally 
denotes the abode of spirits indiscriminately. In 
the Septuagint it answers to sheol, and cannot there- 
fore communicate any other idea than that of the 
Hebrew term. Therefore by Hades, many have 
understood the grave ; and in that sense it is some- 
cimes used by the Greek writers. 

Metros d’ en hadou kai patros kekeuthotoin, 

Ouk est adelphos hostis an blastoi pote— 

Sophocles Antig. 924. 

The reformers generally maintained in their con- 
troversies with the Catholics, that hades simply 
denoted the grave or state of the dead. Hence Cor- 
neil a Lapide, in Ephes. iv. 10, asserts that Calvin 
and Beza both denied the descent of Christ to hell; 
believing hades to mean no more than the grave. 
Indeed our orthodox commentators on Acts ii. 27, 
are as strenuous advocates of the innocent meaning 
of the term, as any Universalist whatever: and the 
uniform testimony of competent judges, ancient and 
modern, affixes one meaning to the word hades i. e. 
the invisible world, or abode of spirits. The Greeks 
assigned one Hades to all that die: hence they often 
say, “ pantas homos thanetous haides dechetai. Hades 
receives all the dead.” Caius, a Roman Presbyter, 
adopts similar language. “En hadou sunechontai 
psuchai dikaion te kai adikon. The souls of both 
the just and unjust go to hades.” Job exclaims, 
Sheol Bethni. Hades is my house. xvii. 13. “ Thou 
wilt bring me to the house appointed for all living.” 
xxx. 2S. Both Homer and Euripides say of the 
dead in general, Katelthein eis dom hadou—they go 
to the house of hades: and the learned Windgate 
says, haiden nekron chorion erponunt Graeci, the 
Greeks call the place of the dead, hades. Homer 
describing the rage of Achilles, says, it sent pre- 





* Tenarias etiam fauces, alta ostia Ditis 
——— Manesque adiit regemque tremendum.—Geor. 
. Ji. 





maturely to hades, the souls of many brave heroes" 

Pollas d’ ipthimous psuchas Haidi proiapsen. 
Til. 1. 4. 

Dr. S. Clark, in his sermon on Psa. xvi. 10, says, 
“Inthe New Testament, the word hell sometimes 
denotes a place of punishment for the wicked; in 
other places, the state of the dead in general. But 
this ambiguity is only in the translation and not in 
the original; for wherever a place of torment is 
mentioned, the word is always Gehennah in the 
original. But when only the state of the dead is in- 
tended, it is expressed in the original by Hades, a 
quite different word, which though translated hell, 
signifies only the invisible state. Accordingly the 
prediction, Matt. xi. 23, Thou Capernaum shalt be 
brought down to hell, means that great and proud 
city should be levelled with the dust, and utterly 
disappear as those who are buried in the grave. 
When the rich man in hell, lift up his eyes, being 
in torment, Luke xvi. 23, the original only siguifies 
that he was in the invisible world, wherein were 
Abraham and Lazarus; to which went Christ and 
the thief, and all that die, both righteous and wicked. 
When our Lord promises, Matt. xvi. 18, that the 
gates of Hell should not prevail against his Church, 
the words pulai hadou, gates of hell, strictly render- 
ed, signify the passage to the invisible world, i. e. 
death ; and the import of the promise is, that death 
itself, the utmost extent of all persecution, should 
never be able to suppress his doctrine or extirpate 
his religion from this world. Lastly, prophecy 
intimates, that death and hell will deliver up the 
dead, and be then cast into the lake of fire. Hence 
it is very evident that hell cannot mean either the 
place or state of the damned, but on the contrary, 
the state of death, or death itself, including all 
human wo, which then shall be no more. Soin 
Psa. xvi. 10—Acts ii. 27; Thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell, plainly implies a solid faith on the 
resurrection of the body. From this explanation of 
all the texts which relate to this subject, (concludes 
the Dr.) it is clear the scriptures no where teach, 
that our Lord, by descending into hell, ever enter- 
ed a place appointed for the punishment of wicked 
men, nor is there any thing in reason, from which 
it can, by any just consequence, be inferred.” 

Hence we may fairly and reasonably conclude, 
from the unanimous testimony of the most Jearned 
and impartial Commentators both ancient and 
modern, that Hades does not signify a place ap- 
propriated to the punishment of the wicked. 

(To be continued.) 
_— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
SALVATION BY WORKS. 

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling : for itis God that worketh in you both to 
will and to de of his good pleasure.” Philip- 
pians ii. 12. 13. 

Many suppose it very unscriptural to talk of the 
effecting our salvation by our own exertions; yet it 
is certain that the scriptures enjoin this very work 
upon us as a duty, and represent it altogether prac- 
ticable: “Work out your own salvation with fear 
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and trembling,” says the foregoing passage. St. 
Paul thus charges Timothy: “Take heed to thyself, 
and to thy doctrine; continue in them; for ir doing 
this, thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear 
thee.” Here the apostle speaks of Timothy’s saving 
not only himself but others also. And the same 
apostle says of himself, “I am made all things to all 
men, that J might by all means save some.” Nothing 
can be plainer than that these passages expressly 
declare that we may save ourselves, and others 
too. 

The reason why people have supposed that man 
can do nothing towards his salvation, is that they 
have in the first place grossly mistaken the meaning 
of the scripture terms, salvation, saved, &c. They 
have meant one thing by salvation, while the scrip- 
tures mean another. To be saved, people have gen- 
erally imagined, is to be delivered from God's wrath, 
and to be made the object of his love; and they 
have fancied salvation to be only a preservation 
from an endless hell to which the Almighty’s anger 
was driving them, and an admittance wo heaven 
which God's love then opens for their reception. 
In one word, salvation has been commonly supposed 
to be nothing else than the securing of the eternal 
welfare of the soul. Now, if this were what the 
scriptures mean by salvation, it would indeed be 
proper to say that man can do nothing towards it; 
for what could he, or any other being, do to change 
the unchangeable God, and to make him love those 
whom he before hated ? Or who will be so impious 
as to contend that God takes care not to secure the 
eternal welfare of his own offspring, but chooses to 
leave it altogether uncertain whether the immortality 
to which he decrees them, shall prove a blessing, or 
a hideous, irretrievable curse? The probability is, 
that people have often meant correctly when they 
have said that we can do nothing towards our salva- 
tion; forthey probably have frequently meant no- 
thing else by the expression, than that we can do 
nothing towards rendering our final happiness more 
sure than it already is, in the plan of God; or that 
we neither can, nor need do any thing to prevent 
our heavenly Father from inflicting some revenge- 
ful, unmerciful torture upon us. If this be what 
they intend, their meaning is certainly correct; 
but still they use an improper and unscriptural 
phrase to express it. 

What the scriptures mean by salvation, is de- 
liverance, not from endless torture, nor from God’s 
hatred, neither of which ever existed, but from tg- 
morance and sin. Accordingly, when one is con- 
verted to christianity, he is said, in the scriptures, to 
be already saved: “to us who are saved,” says St. 
Paul; and again: “ He saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 
Here let us ask, How does Christ save us? Answer: 
By the washing of regeneration, and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost: that is, when we are washed 
into the laver of regeneration, and have the Holy 
Spirit renewed in our hearts, then we are saved from 
our former pollution and evil spirit. This perfectly 
agrees with the definition which the angel gave of 
the salvation that Christ should administer: “Thou 





shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins.” 

Let the reader now fix this truth in his mind, 
viz. that salvation is deliverance, not from endless 
perdition, nor from infinite vengeance, but from sin, 
and then ask himself, whether the injunction “Work 
out your own salvation,” be not perfectly rational ? 
Work out your own deliverance from sin,—work 
out the purification of your minds,—subdue your 
unruly passions,—regulate your desires and affec- 
tions,—make yourselves more and more acquainted 
with the doctrine of Christ, bring yourselves to a 
conformity with the law of right,—become virtu- 
ous ;—Is there any thing impracticable or unreason- 
able in this ? 

But the reader will now say, “ Though I see no- 
thing impracticable nor unreasonable in the matter 
as now explained, yet the writer has just quote? 
passages which declare that it is Christ who saves 
us from sin, and that it is he who saves us by the 
washing of regeneration, &c. How is this fact to be 
reconciled with what the writer, and indeed with 
what the Bible also, says of saving ourselves, work- 
ing out our own salvation?” &e. The latter clause 
of the passage which stands at the head of this com- 
munication, will serve to lay open this seeming 
mystery: “It is God that worketh in you both te 
will and to do of his good pleasure.” In other 
words, it is God who, by various means, influences 
the wills of men, and indaces them to work out their 
salvation from sin. The same may be said of 
Christ; he takes away the sin of the world, by lead- 
ing men to repentance, and by inclining them to 
forsake their evil ways, and to turn unto the Lord. 

The whole of this subject may be reduced to the 
meanest capacity by supposing a familiar case. A 
parent has a number of children, very ignorant and 
very vicious. With all wisdom and prudence, he 
devotes himself to their instruction and reformation. 
He teaches them; and at last, by much care and 
vigilance, he overcomes their indolence and brings 
them to study. They study,—they make more and 
more improvement, and at length become masters 
of their respective parts. Here, the parent terought 
in the minds of his children both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure ; he was the immediate cause 
of their exertions, and their exertions, were the im- 
mediate cause of their learning. It would be per- 
fectly proper to say both that the parent had given 
his children knowledge, and still that they had ac- 
quired it: for the fact is, it was the parent who 
mace them acquire it. And it would be perfectly 
proper for the parent, while he was operating on 
his children’s minds, to say to them, “ Work out, 
each of you, your own lessons;” this injunction 
itself would be a stimulus, urging them on in the 
work. Then again the parent embraces every op- 
portunity, and uses every motive to reform them 
from their vicious habits. He wins their affections; 
he then makes their love to him a restraint upon the 
indulgence of those dispositions he wishes to pre- 
vent; he shows them in what their enjoyment con- 
sists ; he accustoms them to rule their tempers, and 
to subdue their passions; he awakens in them a 
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love of propriety, and finally of all that is virtuous 


and noble. He now sees his work accomplished, 
for he has made them work out their deliverance 
from the character which they formerly possessed. 
——<—— 
PROTEST 
Of Natuan S.S. Beman, Pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church,in Troy, (MN. Y.) against the hon- 
orary degree in Divinity, conferred on him by 

Williams College. 

“T consider this Honorary Degree as contrary to 
the spirit of the gospel, as productive of practical 
mischief in the church of Christ, and so managed at 
the present day as to become liable to additional 
animadversion. 

“ft is contrary to the spirit of the gospel.—Christ 
reprehends with great severity the scribes and Pha- 
risees for their fondness for human honors and dis- 
tinctions. They loved “greetings in the markets, 
and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.” The total 
avoidance of this spirit he has solemnly enjoined 
upon his disciples. “ Be not ye called Rabbi; for 
one is your master, even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren.” Now this injunction certainly has some 
meaning. There is no probability that it was aimed 
at a mere word. The term Rabbi is as innocent as 
any ovher term ; it contains no intrinsic evil. It is 
not a profane word, it simply signifies Master, or 
Teache:, or Doctor. The reasons here assigned 
why the ministers of Christ were not to affect those 
titles after which the scribes and Pharisees were so 
aspiring, are reasons which apply with as much 
force to the honorary degree of D. D. as to the hon- 
orary title of Raat. These reasons are two. One 
respect. their relations to Christ; the other, their 
relations to each other. “Be ye not called Rabbi— 
or, Master, or Doctor—for one is your Master, even 
Christ.” He is the only being who, by way of em- 
inence or distinction, sustains the relation of Rabbi, 
or Master, or Teacher of the church. ‘The other 
reason is founded on the part of Christ’s ambassa- 
dors ;—“ and ye all are brethren.” ‘Ihe assumption 
or approbation of titles, honors or authority, ia the 
church, which may tend directly to break in upon 
the fraternal equality of the ministers of the gospel, 
contravenes the letter aud the spirit of this jurisdic- 
tion. And this is not the only instance in which the 
Lord Jesus has put his hand upon this aspiring tem- 
per. When the diseiples, on a certiin occasion, 
contended for distinction, he directed them to leave 
this contest to the kings and rulers ef the earth. “Ye 
shall not be so: but he that is greatest a:nong you 
let him be as the younger: and he that is chief, as 
he that doth serve.” Ambition is the same princi- 
ple throughout the universe—whether in ‘ Lucifer, 
son of the morning,’ or in one of the sons of Adam! 
whether covered (though not concealed) by the royal 
purple, or the humbler garb of the ecclesiastic. In- 
centives to ambition ought not to be multiplied and 
presented by the church of Christ. 

“ But this title is liable to additional animadver- 
sion from the manner which it is ofien conferred. 
% the remarks which I make under this particular 
head, I do noténtend to abandon the ground taken 





above. The thing is wrong ‘ab initio,’ and no 
management could impart to it a Christian charac- 
ter. By the right of prescription it wears a Christian 
name, but this is all. What distinction is intended 
to be marked out by this honorary degree? Is it 
age, or talents, or orthodory, or erudition 2? Former- 
ly this title was reserved for old age, and it was con- 
ferred upon those only who were venerable for 
years. But now nothing is more common than for 
the mere stripling to have D. D. appended to his 
name; and when the man and his title are put to- 
gether, the association reminds me of young David 
arrayed im the armour of King Saul—tt is rather 
cumbersome to the tap! If this degree were allow- 
able on any principle, the very best thing which 
could be done with it, would be to reserve it in all 
cases for those whose active days have gone by, and 
who are sinking into dotage. It might answer very 
well as a grave rattle to amuse second childhood. 
Is it conferred alone upon talents? It is not to be 
denied, that many men of the first intellectual em- 
inence in the church have received this distinction. 
And, on the other hand, it is manifest that others 
equally distinguished for mental elevation have lived 
and died without the title. But one would be tempt- 
ed to think that the CoLueGes had, m some instan- 
ces, gone by the same rule which the apostle tells 
us, was taken in fitting and tempering the members 
of the human bedy together, and have “ given more 
abundant honor to that part which lacked.” As to 
orthodory, the title of D. D. would furnish a poor 
criterion. There are all sorts of men in the minis- 
try, and all sorts of Colleges to give them, as occa- 
sion may require, a literary or theological puff. It 
frequently happens, at the present day, that a man— 
I mean one that passes for a clergyman—is dubbed 
Doctor of Divinity, who has about as much venera- 
tion for the Bible and its peculiar doctrines, as was 
cherished by David Hume or Thomas Paine. 

“And I am happy to say that I am not alone in 
these sentiments. A professor in a Theological 
Institution and one of the first biblical scholars of 
the age, has rejected the honor thrice conferred. 
Others who now wear the D. D. as gracefully as 
any men, once entertained the same opinions; but, 
when put to the trial, they have made shipwreck of 
this part of their faith. They now adopt the Latin 
maxim: 

“'Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis.” 
The times alter, and we accommodate ourselves to 
the changes of the times’ ” 

—>—- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
EVENING REFLECTIONS, 
By a Young Lady. 

Who, that is pleased in contemplating the works of 
nature, can walk forth to enjoy the pleasures of her 
odorous gardens, and breathe the salubrious ze~- 
phyrs from over the mountain’s misty top, or through 
the verdant valley’s silent groves, and not trace the 
hand of God in all that he beholds; or not feel a re- 
alizing sense of gratitude to Him who has preserved 
the beauty, harmony and order of the vegetable king- 
dom! The waving fields of grain, the blooming or- 














113 GOSPEL HERALD. 














chards, and the fertile meadows, all evince the good- 
ness of an overruling Power, and lead the reflecting 
mind to contemplate his obligation to the Source 
whence all these blessings flow. 

When night’s sable curtain overspreads the earth, 
and all are sileuced to repose, the contemplative 
mind can indulge in meditation’s pleasing themes. 


All is presented to our view in a solemn aspect. If 


we Cast our eyes up to the firmament, we behold the 
vaulted canopy of heaven bespangled with a multi- 
plicity of twinkling luminaries, each of which pro- 
claims the reality of a wonder-working Hand, by 
whose wisdom the planetary system is kept in har- 
monious order. But as we contemplate the solemn 
night, new scenes of observation are continually pre- 
sented before us ;—while viewing with admiration 
the starry heavens, if we cast a look to the eastern 
horizon, we behold the moon, rising from ob- 
scurity, mount her way through trackless ether, 
while her silver beams reflecting on the scene be- 
low, bespeak the power and goodness of the 
Creator. 

While contemplating the revolving scenes of na- 
ture, the question involuntarily arose in my mind, 
What is man? born yesterday, and to-morrow for- 
gotten! Though the morning of his days may dawn 
clear as the etherial heavens, without a cloud to 
shadow his fair prospects, though wealth may spread 
her Juxurious bounties around him, and the journey 
of life present a flowery path, in which no thorns 
appear, nor thistles spring, but joys innumerable 
seem to rise, to meet him on his way ;—though he 
may form in his imagination a life free from anxious 
care or grief, and create to himself a world of ideal 
happiness, yet, ere he attain that happiness to which 
his ardent hopes aspire, he will discover the dark 
cloud of adversity arise and ready to burst upon his 
head; while the chilling blast of disappointment 
sweeps away his strongest expectations. But should 
fortune smile still more propitious to his fond de- 
sires, should she prosper him in all his undertakings, 
and he attain to all his youthful mind aspired to,— 
should he to wealth add honour, and his fame re- 
sound afar, ask him, whether unalloyed felicity 
reigns in his breast? Or, if he has attained to the 
summit of his wishes? Will he not answer, No? 
He is still a being susceptible of all the calamities 
incident to human life. As the mind of man was 
formed for something higher he is ever restless and 
discontented. In the most prosperous condition he 
aspires to something unpossessed. 

Why this anxious solicitude for the trifling phan- 
toms of an hour ? What is the life of man, but a fleet- 
ing shadow ? If traced from the cradle to the tomb, 
it seemeth like a dream. The present is all that we 
can claim ; while the past lies sinking into oblivion, 
the future is locked in obscurity. Thus the wing of 
time rapidly carries man through the journey of life, 
till death comes to perform his office, and shroud 
him in his native clay. Is this the final end of man? 
Was he formed only to dream of happiness, and then 
to sink into the grave of annihilation? Surely, this 
cannot be! There is an innate principle implanted 
in his breast, which whispers, He shall live again ; 





while the Scriptures testify that man shall rise to 
the participation of an endless life. 

Here I pause—I would inquire, Is the love of 
God reciprocally for each suffering son of Adam? 
Does he rule over his children without partiality ? 
Surely, we must conclude that he does, if we believe 
his testimony, that “the wisdom that is from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality, and without hypocrisy.” ‘The Scriptures 
also testify, that He “is good unto all, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.” If so, then ail 
must be the recipients of his goodness. Where, 
then, is the child of endless wretchedness and wo ? 
Where is the victim doomed to interminable flames, 
beneath Jehovah’s ire? My feelings are harrowed 
with the thought of this, and sympathetic nature 
recoils at an idea so incompatible with infinite good- 
ness. Surely, a doctrine of endless misery, must be 
a fabricated tale, without a shadow of reality. For 
if a Being infinite in all his perfections, has called 
into existence rational intelligences, it must be ul- 
timately to accomplish their greatest possible good. 
When first I imagined I could discover a gleam of 
hope for the whole human family, elated with the 
idea, | was ready to felicitate myself with the belief 
that all the family of man would be encircled in the 
arms of a Saviour, and finally conducted to the be- 
atific regions of endless bliss. But sensible of my 
imbecility, and unwilling to confide in my own un- 
derstanding and knowledge, I sought for informa- 
tion in the temples of religion, in the expectation of 
hearing, from the lips of those who are called “ Am- 
bassadors of Christ,” the mild and consolatory ti- 
dings of “ free redemption” for the children of men; 
calculated to breathe peace to the disconsolate mind, 
comfort to the broken hearted, and thus reconcile 
man to Lis present sufferings. But instead of the 
peaceful! doctrine of “ the common salvation,” how 
often has my heart been chilled by the cold and mer- 
ciless doctrine of endless misery! And in a manner 
apparently more like an ostentatious display of ta- 
lents, than indicating a realizing sense of the cruel 
doctrine they were propagating, have I heard them 
disclose the final separation, which, they say, will be 
made in the family of man; when a few (the chosen 
faworites of their Creator) are welcomed to the par- 
adise above, while the greater part are doomed to a 
dark abyss where no ray of light can penetrate their 
gloomy minds, nor a gleam of hope appear to miti- 
gate their pains. But as I lent a listening ear to 
their awful denunciations, my heart recoiled at an 
idea so dishonorary to God. My reason forbade me 
to cherish a sentiment so opposite to infinite Love, 
and unerring wisdom ; and which appears to involve 
in one mass of absurdity, the whole system of reli- 
gious worship. Readily would I retire from such 
public discussions of the Scriptures, to enjoy the sa- 
tisfaction of a private meditation, and peruse the 
oracles of Divine truth for myself. 

I know some will say, The doctrine of universal 
benevolence, and impartial goodness, ought not to 
be proclaimed, even if it be true! I would ask such, 
Of what avail can be the promulgation of the doc- 
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trine of endless misery? Surely, it cannot tend to 
reform mankind from sin; for a doctrine that repre- 
sents God to be cruel, merciless, and revengeful, 
must of necessity lead its advocates to practise the 
same ; for by so doing, they would imitate the char- 
acter they have given of their heavenly Father. I 
would appeal to every candid mind, and ask, Whe- 
ther a system which supposes a man may yield to 
every sinful inclination through life, and, by repent- 
ance at the hour of death, escape from the punish- 
ment due to him for his crimes, does not give a 
much greater latitude to sin, than that system which 
teaches that sin, and, its consequence, suffering, are 
simultaneous; or inseparably connected? What 
can be more likely to lead men to the practice of 
piety, than a belief in the universal benevolence of 
God ? Believing that he is a Being of infinite love, 
promoting the good of his children, will they not 
feel a desire to imitate his glorious perfections ? 
How transporting the thought, that the period will 
arrive when rage and fear, and all the angry passions 
of the mind, shall be hushed to repose! when sin, 
error, and superstition, shall be consigned to the 
grave of ob!ivion, and the human heart be the abode 
of friendship, transformed to love :—when “all the 
families of the earth” shall compose one harmonious 
band, no longer suffering the pangs of unbelief, but 
delivered from the shackles of sin and error, and il- 
luminated by the light of truth, shall bask in the 
sunbeams of Righteousness, world without end. 
‘Thus, through the wasteless ages of eternity, shall 
man participate the impartial goodness of his Ma- 
ker, who unsolicited conferred being, conducted 
him triumphantly through the perils of his mortal 
life, and, in the hour of death, quickened him with 
the spirit of immortality into the heaven of eternal 
rest! M. P. 
—>— 
PARSON CUMMINGS’S SERMON. 

Having carefully perused a sermon by Parson 
Asa Cummings, of North-Yarmouth, in which he 
delineates, at great length, and with much perspi- 
cuity of style, the character of the late Dr. Mrrca- 
ELL, Of that town, we cannot but express our aston- 
ishment, that the preacher should have spent so 
much time and labor, in pointing out the imperfec- 
tions, little errors, and peculiarities in the Doctor’s 
conduct. From what we have been able to learn 
of Dr. Mitchell’s character, and standing in society, 
we must consider Mr. Cummings’s labored, and in 
many instances far fetched apologies, in his behalf, as 
altogether gratuitous and unnecessary. But these 
observations would not have been offered, were it 
not for the glaring inconsistency of the Sermon. 
After the preacher had exhibited the character of a 
christian man, in as amiable a light as he deserved, 
he then, virtually contradicts himself in the follow- 
ing manner: 

“ My delineation, instead of exceeding the truth, 
must fall very far short of your conceptions of his 
excellence. But we must not forget, that he was, 
according to his daily confession while living, a 
GREAT SINNER: and that he had specific 
faults, must be evident to all who knew him; for 





like spots on the sun, they attracted the gaze and 
remark of all.” 

The preacher goes on to speak of the Doctor's 
self-esteem, excessive humor, exhaustless fund of 
anecdote, want of sobriety, flashes of wit, frequent 
extravagance and hyperbole in his expressions, 
blameable carelessness, want of punctuality, and 
many other faults, too numerous to mention. Now 
where is the consistency of such descriptions ? 
Either Mr. Cummings believes that Dr. Mitchell 
was € GREAT SINNER while living, or he is himself 
a great hypocrite. But as the Doctor was killed in 
an instant, as we have reason to believe, what 
grounds have we to consider him qualified for hea- 
ven and glory? If he meets with no change after 
death, will he not remain a great sinner to eternity ; 
will he not exhibit his self-esteem, humor, anec- 
dotes, wit, extravagance and other faults? Accord- 
ing to Mr. Cummings’s Sermon, such a charactes 
asthe above, is the most excellent character on 
earth; and aman who was a GREAT SINNER 
while living, was translated in a moment, to perfect 
felicity! Let no more be said about licentious 
doctrine, though it be argued that sinners go to 
heaven!!! Chris. Intel. 

—>—— 
CALVINISTIC TOLERANCE. 

Many persons have been called fools, or infidels, 
because they have honestly believed and openly de- 
clared, that the clergy of acertain denomination 
were striving to establish a hierarchy in this country, 
and to unite church and state, that they might have 
the souls and bodies of this republic under their con- 
trol, and that they might conduct the affairs of both 
worlds according to their sovereign pleasure. We 
hope less incredulity will exist on this subject when 
the following extract is read, which is from the pen 
of a man, who was too honest to promote such de- 
signs, who loved freedom too well to see it sacrificed 
without a struggle, and who consequently deserted 
the brotherhood, published their secrets and re- 
ceived their curses. 

The following is an extract from the sentiments, 
delivered by Doct. Burton at an association of the 
Congregational clergy, at Thetford, in the State of 
Vermont, and published by Parson Ignatius Thom- 
son, who was present at the association. It may be 
depended upon as authentic. 

“The Calvinistic sentiments never will prevail 
till the colleges are under our influence— young 
men when they go to college generally have not 
formed their religious sentiments—twe ought to 
have a president and instructors who have the ad- 
dress to instiil the Calvinistic sentiments without the 
students being sensible of it—then nine out of ten, 
when they leave the college, will support the Cal- 
vinistic doctrines—they will go out into the world, 
and will have their influence in Society—in this 
way we can get a better support without any law 
than we ever had with. And besides, when once all 
our colleges are under our influence, it will estab- 
lish our sentiments and influence, so that we can 
manage the civil government as we please.” 

Religious Inquirer 
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‘rom the Herald of Salvation. 

AWFUL WARNING 
To those who inculcate the Doctrine of endless wo 

and despair! 

On the 6th of October, aman named James 
Florida, put an end to his life by cutting his throat 
with arazor. The verdict of the Jury of inquest 
was, that he destroyed himself in a state of mental 
derangement. This unfortunate man lived about 
ene mile from the village of Copenhagen, which is 
about twelve miles from this place. He is said wo 
have been a social, cheerful well disposed man, in 
comfortable circumstances, with a wife and a large 
family of children. 

About two months since, he attended an evening 
meeting where were two Baptist preachers ; one of 
whom, towards the close of the meeting, inquired if 
there were any there for Christ. Mr. Florida came 
forward, kneeled before the Elders, said he must 
give himself up, desired to be prayed for, and pro- 
ceeded to relate his exercises of mind. He was 
soon stopped as it was supposed that he was intoxi- 
cated. One of the Elders, finding that Mr. Florida 
was not intoxicated, visited him the next day; but 
could not remove the gloominess with which his 
soul was enveloped. 

From that fatal period he roamed abroad, and 
continued at home, in the agonies of occasional de- 
liriun and despair. He manifested anxiety to warn 
people to flee from the wrath to come. He was of- 
\ ten heard to say, that he had never had such sensa- 

tions till he heard the preaching above-mentioned. 
From all these circumstances, including his tragical 
death, we may rationally infer, that the doctrine of 
eternal vengeance led him to despair of the mercy 
of heaven, and violently put a period to his own life. 
We wish not to wound the feelings of any human 
being. We respect the sincere of all denominations. 
But we earnestly beseech all to consider well the 
tendeney of a sentiment, by which parents, children, 
husbands, wives, brothers and sisters, the dearest 

kindred of existence are sundered for ever! 

—~<— 
ANOTHER CONVERSION FROM ME- 
THODISM TO UNIVERSALISM. 

The Herald of Salvation states, that Mr. Cyrenius 
Forshee, of Fredericksburgh, U. C. having investi- 
gated the scriptures for nearly a year, to convince a 
friend of the falsity of Universalism, has recently 
convinced himself, that the doctrine of universal 
grace is the truth of God. To show the change of 
this man’s belief, his own language is quoted. On 
June 11th, he thus writes: “ Universalism, that most 
damnable doctrine, introduced into the world by the 
if devil, and consequently propagated by infidels. 
: The supporters of Universalism, are men devoid of 
by i every candid principle. They as naturally slide into 

Atheism, as one thought begets another ; the reason 
¥ is because Universalism and Atheism came from 
ta one scource !” The man, who could thus express 
himself in June, on the 4th of September, acknow- 
i} ledged his belief in the all-saving grace of God! 

Thus, like Paul, he has avowed a sentiment he once 
fy attempted to destroy. Let our Methodist brethren 
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search the scriptures to see whether these things 
are so; and when their understanding is convinced, 
and their heart is melted, Jet them manifest their 
faith in the Saviour of all men. Rel. Ing. 
—>—_ 
BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

Parson. Sabine, of this city, has published a 
notice, in which he proposes to deliver five or six 
lectures in answer to Balfour’s work on Universal- 
ism, provided he can be favoured with the loan of a 
pulpit in some suitable part of the city. We have 
our doubts whether much good is likely to result 
from such a discussion, under such circumstances. 

Since the above was in type, we have learned that 
the Methodist Society in Broomfield Lane have of- 
fered Mr. Sabine their Chapel; and that the said 
Lectures will therefore commence on the evening 
of the first Sabbath in November, and continue on 
every alternate Sabbath evening, till concluded. 

Boston Telegraph. 

(GrMr. S. has commenced his Lectures on Mr. 
B’s. Inquiry in Charlestown, in a house furnished by 
Universalists ! 








—j-— 
DEDICATION. 

On the 10th of November last, the new Universa- 
list Church in the village of Watertown, (N. Y., 
was dedicated to the service of the one living and 
true God, Creator, Preserver, and Saviour of all 
men. Mr. Hosea Ballou of Boston, officiated on 
that joyful occasion. 

—_—- 
BUSH FIGHTING. 

(Recently a preacher of the New-Jerusalera 
(or Mr. Swedenborg’s) doctrine, notified the public 
that he would, on a Sabbath evening at the chapel 
in Pearl-street, prove the doctrine of the Salvation 
of all men inconsistent with the mercy of God!!! 

Misery and mercy, we presume, are pretty nearly 
allied in this gentleman’s opinion. We inform him, 
that if he will visit Tolerton’s Academy, 63 Chrys- 
tie-street, on Thursday evenings, he shall have an 
opportunity for a reply to his arguments, which his 
pulpit is a barrier to. 

—~—>—- 
ANECDOTE. 

Not long since, a young lady called at Mr. T's. 
Store in the village of Lowville in order to purchase 
some School books, and among others inquired if 
he had any Geographys, upon which Mr. T. in- 
formed her that he had Morse’s Universal Geogra- 
phy. At hearing these words she seemed almost 
frightened out of her senses, and, sighing, exclaim- 
ed,—“O ! give me no Universal books !” 

Her. of Sal. 
—>_ 


PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment ot 
Gospel ‘Truth,’ will meet, for Discussion, on THURSDAY 
evenings, at half-past six o'clock, at Tolerton’s Acad- 
emy, 63 Chrystie-street. 

{7 All Denominations are invited to attend. 
De NY IS 
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